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ANNUAL  MEETING. 


An  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  the  Catawissa 
Rail  Road  Company,  held  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
charter  of  said  Company,  on  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863,  at 
12  o’clock,  noon,  at  the  Company’s  Office,  No.  308  Walnut  St., 
Philadelphia,  and  called  also  in  pursuance  of  the  notice,  of 
■which  the  following  is  a  copy : 

“  Office  Catawissa  Railroad  Company,  No.  308  Walnut  Street, 
Philadelphia,  March  16th,  1863.  Notice  to  Stockholders. 

“  The  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Stockholders  of  this  Company, 
will  be  held  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  day  of  April,  1863,  at  12  o’clock, 
noon,  at  the  Company’s  Office,  No.  308  Walnut  Street,  in  the 
City  of  Philadelphia. 

“  The  Annual  Election  for  President  and  Directors,  will  be 
held  on  Monday,  the  4th  day  of  May,  1863,  at  the  Company’s 
Office. 

Wm.  R.  Fisiier, 

Secretary.” 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Samuel  V.  Merrick,  Mr.  Joseph  L.  Moss 
was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  Mr.  Wm.  R.  Fisher,  appointed 
Secretary. 

The  President  read  to  the  meeting  the  Report  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1862, — also 
the  Reports  of  the  Treasurer  and  Superintendent. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  E.  P.  Borden,  it  was 
Resolved ,  That  the  Reports  be  accepted,  and  printed ;  with 
the  accompanying  tables,  in  pamphlet  form,  for  distribution 
among  the  Stockholders. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  W.  M.  Carter,  it  was 
Resolved ,  That  the  President  and  Board  of  Directors,  in  view 
of  the  statements  presented  to  this  meeting  by  the  reports  just 
read, — be  requested  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
extending  the  Road  to  Williamsport,  and  report  to  a  Special 
Meeting  of  the  Stockholders. 

On  motion  adjourned. 

Jos.  L.  Moss, 

Chairman. 

Wm.  R.  Fisher, 

Secretary. 


THIRD  ANNUAL  REPORT. 


To  the  Stockholders  of  the 

Catawissa  Rail  Road  Company. 

The  following  statements  present  the  condition  of  your  pro¬ 
perty,  and  the  results  of  the  year’s  business,  ending  31st  De¬ 
cember,  1862. 

It  should  be  gratifying  to  the  Shareholders  to  learn,  the 
business  and  receipts  of  the  Road  have  been  greater  than  ever 
before,  the  working  expenses  more  than  proportionately  re¬ 
duced,  and  that  the  local  trade  promises  even  better  than  at  a 
corresponding  period  of  last  year, — all  of  which  are  practical 
endoi'sements  of  your  wisdom,  in  authorizing  the  issue  of  the 
Bonds  for  improvement  of  Roadway,  Rolling-Stock  and  Ma¬ 
chinery. 

The  full  benefits  of  which,  made,  necessarily,  near  the  close 
of  the  year,  will  show  more  clearly  at  your  next  Annual  meeting. 


The  amount  of  Capital  issued  to  1st  January,  1863,  is  as 
follows : — 

282  Mortgage  Bonds  @  $500,  .  $141,000  00 

40,953  Shares  Preferred  Stock  “  50,  .  2,047,650  00 

16,860  “  Common  “  “  “  .  .  843,000  00 

Chattel  Bonds,  ....  33,500  00 


Amount, . $3,065,150  00 

Remaining  yet  for  issue  r-sr- 
218  Mortgage  Bonds  @  $500,  $109,000  00 

3,047  Shares  Prefer’d  Stock  “  50,  152,350  00 
6,140  “  Common  “  “  “  307,000  00 

Chattel  Bonds,  .  .  .  500  00 


568,850  00 


Amount,  .... 
Total  Capital  of  the  Company,  . 


.  $3,634,000  00 
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The  amount  of  Capital  now  absolutely  owned  by,  and  in  the 
possession  of  the  Company,  is  as  follows  : — 


218  Mortgage  Bonds  @  $500, 

1,687  Shares  Preferred  Stock  “  50, 

2,361  “  Common  “  “  “ 


$109,000  00 
84,350  00 
118,050  00 


Amount,  ......  $311,400  00 

Which  may  he  increased  by  settlements  of  Catawissa,  Wil¬ 
liamsport  and  Erie  Rail  Road  Co.’s  liabilities,  as  per  agreements 
made  by  the  Committee  of  Bondholders  thereof. 

The  condensed  statement  of  the  Receipts,  Earnings,  Expenses 
of  operating  and  maintaining  Road,  new  Stock,  and  Renewals 
during  the  year  is  as  follows : — 

Gross  receipts,  ....  $416,911  42 

Less  paid  Rent,  to  connecting  Rail  Roads,  126,545  19 


Amount  Earnings, 

Add  proceeds  from  sale  of  282  ($500)  Bonds, 


$290,366  23 
129,050  00 


Amount 


$419,416  23 


Deduct. — Paid  New  Rolling  Stock, 

improvements,  &c.,  .  .  $130,152  69 

Paid  Working  Expenses 
and  maintenance  of  way,  .  .  223,856  27 

-  354,008  96 


Balance,  ....  $65,407  27 

Add — Excess  over  proceeds  from  sale  of  Bonds, 
for  new  Rolling  Stock,  improvements,  &c., 
paid  out  of  earnings,  .  .  .  $1,102  69 


Net  earnings  for  the  year, 


$66,509  96 
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Which  is  represented  as  follows,  as  per  Treasurer’s  Report : — 

Coupons  Paid, . .  S8,222  44 

Labor  and  Material  debt  of  C.  W.  &  E.  R.  R.  Co., 

compromised  with .  8,439  48 


Cash  on  hand  31st  Dee.  1862, 
Less  “  “  “  1861, 


.  $15,723  34 
.  5,954  72 


Increase  of  Cash  on  hand, 


.  $9,768  62 


Notes  Receivable  on  hand  Dec.  31,  1862,  10,9S6  40 

Less  “  “  “  1861,  155  75 


Increase  of  Notes  Receivable,  ....  10,830  65 


Freight  Bills  due  the  Co.,  Dec.  31, 1862,  10,858  03 

Less  “  “  “  1861,  9,253  45 


Increase  of  Freight  bills  due  the  Co.,  .  .  1,604  58 

Materials  on  hand,  Dec.  31,  1S62,  .  47,818  58 

Less  “  “  1861,  .  11,258  34 


Increase  of  Materials  on  hand,  ....  36,560  24 

Capital  stock  on  hand  December  31, 

1862,  .  46,447  15 

Less  “  “  “  1861,  .  .  41,535  08 


Increase, . 4,912  07 


Amount, . $63,676  16 

Deduct  increase  in  Liabilities  : — 

Pay-Rolls  &  Bills  due  Dec.  31,  1862,  .  $21,414  85 
Less  “  “  “  1861,  .  18,909  96 


Increase  of  P.  R.,  and  bills  due,  .  .  .  $2,504  89 


Due  connecting  R.  R.’s.,  Dec.  31,  1862,  15,648  62 

Less  “  “  “  1861,  10,332  56 


Increase  due  Connecting  R.  Roads,  .  .  .  5,316  06 

Prop’n  due  on  Coupons,  Dec.  31,  1862,  5,010'  00 

Less  “  “  “  1861,  37  50 


Fractional  Shares  of  Stock,  1862,  . 
Less  “  “  1861,  . 


124  76 
107  76 


4,972  50 


Debts  due  the  Company,  1861, 
Less  “  “  1862, 


12,126  36 
10,006  00 


17  00 


2,120  36 


$14,930  SI 


$48,745  35 


Amount, 


$65,407  27 
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A  comparison  of  the  business  of  the  Road  during  the  years 
1861  and  1862,  shows  favorably  : 

1861.  1862. 

Tons  and  Pasgrs.  moved  one  mile,  11,405,182  20,674,550 

Increase  81.3  per  centum. 


Gross  Receipts  of  Road, 

Increase  49.4  per  centum. 

Payments  to  connecting  Roads, 
Increase  112.2  per  centum. 

Earnings  of  the  Company, 
Increase  32.25  per  centum. 

Working  exp.  and  Maintenance, 

Increase  34  per  centum. 

New  work  and  Stock, 

Increase  333.8  per  centum. 

Mileage  made  by  Engines, 

Increase  26.6  per  centum. 

Mileage  made  by  Cars, 

Decrease  16.6  per  centum. 


$279,075.86 

59,527.49 

219,548.37 

167,058.04 

30,000.00 

289,137 

4,369,415 


$416,911.42 

126,545.19 

290,366.23 

223,856.27 

130,152.69 

366,181 

3,646,005 


The  repairs  made  during  the  year  upon  our  engines,  have  been 
equal  to  8t9qP  cents  per  mile  run,  a  reduction  of  j3^  cents  per 
mile  run,  equal  to  a  saving  of  $1,428.10  as  compared  with  1861. 

The  cost  of  fuel  per  mile  run  has  been  reduced,  notwithstanding 
the  increased  price  paid  during  the  year,  both  for  wood  and 
coal,  and  the  increased  number  of  tons  moved  and  miles  run, 
from  8t8</,;  cents  to  7T5o9o,  a  saving  of  $4,467.40 

The  business  offered  to  the  Road  from  local  sources,  during 
the  whole  of  the  past  year,  has  been  continuously  and  largely  in 
advance  of  both  our  motive  power  and  car  capacity,  which  with 
the  necessities  of  the  Roadway,  constrained  the  expenditure  of 
$130,152.69,  for  new  stock  and  inprovements  as  follows  : 

4  new  10  wheel  1st  class  coal-burning  freight  locomotives, 
weighing  each  65,000  pounds,  made  by  M.  W.  Baldwin  &  Co. 
20  new  8  Avheel  platform  cars,  34  feet  long. 
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260  tons  new  rails  in  track,  [342  tons  of  re-rolled  rails  were 
in  addition  placed  in  track  and  charged  to  maintenance  proper, 
and  500  tons  of  new  rails  in  addition  have  been  paid  for,  and 
ready  for  use  in  the  spring.] 

25,380  new  cross-ties  placed  in  track,  [not  including  16,000  ad¬ 
ditional  new  cross-ties  used  and  charged  to  maintenance  proper.] 

62,340  pounds  new  wrought  iron  chairs,  [not  including  18,000 
pounds  additional  new  wrought  iron  chairs  used  and  charged  to 
maintenance  proper.] 

21,750  pounds  new  spikes,  [not  including  30,000  pounds  ad¬ 
ditional  new  spikes  used  and  charged  to  maintenance  proper.] 

1450  feet  of  high  tressel  bridges  rebuilt. 

1415  feet  new  bridge  over  the  North  Branch  of  Susque¬ 
hanna  Biver,  [not  quite  finished.] 

87  feet  Chilisquaque  bridge  roofed  and  sided. 

4  new  Foremen’s  houses. 

2  new  Sand  houses. 

2  new  Turn  tables. 

1  new  Engine  house  at  Milton. 

1000  feet  of  new  track  for  sidings  at  Catawissa. 

The  property  of  the  Company  has  been  much  improved,  by 
other  expenditures  made  under  ordinary  maintenance  account. 

The  Catawissa  Railroad  Company  have  no  obligations  or  float¬ 
ing  debt  outstanding. 

©  © 

The  claims  made  upon  us  for  the  debts  of  the  late  Catawissa, 
Williamsport  and  Erie  Railroad  Company,  have  been  reduced 
§16,168^  by  compromise. 

$43,190  T4020  of  these  claims  yet  remain  outstanding,  part  of 
which,  if  favorable  terms  are  offered,  may  be  compromised. 

Particular  attention  is  requested  to  the  Report  of  the  Super¬ 
intendent,  and  appended  tabulated  statements,  which  contain  a 
mass  of  detailed  information  well  worthy  your  consideration. 

$40,808.48  has  been  paid  during  the  year  to  foreign  shops 
for  work  done,  repairing  engines  and  cars.  The  profits  in¬ 
cluded  in  this  amount  will  fully  justify — and  the  press  of  work 
upon  all  shops,  to  which  we  have  access,  causing  to  us  thereby 
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much  delay  and  loss — -will  oblige,  the  Company  to  erect  and 
equip  at  an  early  day,  suitable  shops  for  all  our  minor  repairs. 

Eight  of  the  worn  out  and  useless  machines  and  parts  of 
machines,  received  from  the  C.  W.  &  E.  It.  It.  Co.,  have  been 
comdemned  and  sold,  at  the  highest  price  attainable,  and  their 
places  filled,  as  before  stated,  with  four  approved  good  coal-burn¬ 
ing  locomotives,  which  at  the  same,  or  less  cost  for  fuel  and 
train  hands,  haul  50  per  cent,  more  tons  per  trip,  and  by  their 
reliability  give  an  increase  of  work  done,  at  the  end  of  the  year 
of  fully  100  per  centum. 

The  amounts  paid  to  our  connecting  Roads  for  their  limited 
use  during  the  year  are  as  follows : — 

Little  Schuylkill  R.  R.,  .... 

Increase  160.69  per  cent,  over  previous  year. 

Quakake  R.  R.,  (now  Lehigh  and  Mahanoy,)  . 

Increase  215.14  per  cent,  over  previous  year. 

Beaver  Meadow  R.  R.,  ..... 

Increase  25.84  per  cent,  over  previous  year. 

Phila.  &  Erie,  (leased  by  Penna.  R.  R.  Co.,) 

Increase  58  per  cent,  over  previous  year. 

Total  amount  paid  Connecting  Rail  Roads, 

Increase  112.58  per  cent,  over  last  year. 

The  Board  of  Directors  call  your  attention  to  the  large  amount 
paid,  under  our  lease,  for  the  use  of  27  miles  of  the  Phila.  & 
Erie  Ii.  R.,  between  Milton  and  Williamsport,  and  state  that 
they  consider  this  payment — which  must  yearly  increase  with  our 
prosperity — can  be  more  profitably  expended  in  guaranteeing 
the  interest  on  the  cost  of  extending  the  Catawissa  Rail  Road 
via  Muncy  to  Williamsport;  thereby  developing  and  securing  a 
lars-e  additional  revenue  not  now  available  to  us. 

O 


$65,207.59 

15,948.44 

4,450.32 

40,938.84 

$126,545.19 
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Whatever  may  be  the  loss  of  present  business,  anticipated  by  com¬ 
binations  and  competitions,  we  feel  perfectly  assured,  will  be  more 
than  compensated  for,  by  freights  from  other  and  better  paying 
sources,  now  opening  to  us.  The  “  through  business”  from  Elmira 
to  Philadelphia  during  the  past  year,  amounted  to  20,487  tons ; — 
yielding  to  this  Company  for  its  own,  and  leased  roads,  but 
$20,663.12,  being  at  the  rate  of  t8oWo  °f  a  cent  per  ton,  per 
mile. 

Divided  as  follows : — 

Cash  received  for  moving  20,487  tons,  .  .  $22,235  35 

Less  paid  E.  k  W.  R.  R.  Co.  for  trans¬ 
fer  of  freight  at  Elmira  from  car  to 
car  ......  $3,000  00 

Paid  car  service  on  Cata.  R.  R.,  .  4,370  34 

-  7,370  34 

Total  received  on  Catawissa  Road  .  .  $14,865  01 

[being  at  the  rate  of  lyoWu  cents  per  ton  per  mile.] 

Received  for  same  tonnage  on  connect¬ 
ing  roads  .....  $19,108  51 
Less,  one-half  paid  con¬ 
necting  roads  .  .  $9,554  25 

Paid  car  service  on  do.  .  3,755  15 

- $13,310  40 

Total  received  on  account  of  connecting  roads  $5,798  11 
[being  at  the  rate  of  /oWo  °f  a  cent  per  ton  per  mile.] 

It  will  be  perceived  by  the  foregoing  figures,  that  the 
“through  trade”  as  heretofore  conducted,  has  not  yielded  such 
a  profit  as  would  make  its  continuance  desirable.  Although 
the  rates  now  attained,  are  better  than  the  average  of  those  of 
last  year,  on  which  these  calculations  are  based. 

The  McAulay  Mountain  coal  property  has  been  placed  in 
good  condition,  and  large  shipments  of  coal  over  our  road  are 
promised  for  the  year. 

The  increased  demand  since  the  last  report,  for  anthracite 
coal,  has  stimulated  much  capital  and  enterprise  into  developing 
new  coal  fields. 
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It  is  believed  your  coal  property  will  now  rent  on  more  favor¬ 
able  terms  than  at  any  previous  period.  Negotiations  are  now 
in  progress  for  its  lease,  and  as  soon  as  satisfactory  arrange¬ 
ments  can  be  made  with  proper  parties,  the  branch  road,  au¬ 
thorized  by  you,  will  be  built,  and  this  property  made  productive. 


The  lumber  trade,  both  to  NeAv  York  and  Philadelphia,  con¬ 
tinues  to  grow  very  largely  in  advance  of  our  car  capacity;  and 
a  return  Iron-ore  trade  from  the  Lehigh  and  Schuylkill  regions 
to  the  West  Branch  Furnace,  is  being  rapidly  developed  into 
serious  importance.  To  meet  these  wants,  in  a  measure,  arrange¬ 
ments  have  been  made  with  private  parties,  on  favorable  terms, 
to  build  and  lease  to  this  Company  150  platform  cars,  so  con¬ 
structed  as  to  carry,  equally  well,  coal,  iron,  iron  ore,  or  lumber. 

Heretofore  we  have  had  in  all  only  281  freight  cars,  being 
less  than  two  cars  for  each  mile  of  Hoad  owned  and  controlled 
by  us,  an  amount  so  manifestly  insufficient  in  themselves,  with¬ 
out  the  aid  of  Bolling  Stock  from  other  Roads,  to  earn  even  the 
working  expenses,  as  to  require  no  arithmetical  demonstration. 

When  it  is  remembered  that  the  Catawissa  Railroad,  is  but  an 
extension  of  Roads  leading  from  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 
over  which  necessarily  nearly  all  its  traffic  has  to  pass,  this 
deficiency  heretofore  existing,  will  in  a  great  measure  explain 
the  former  irregularities  of  the  business  and  receipts  of  the 
Road. 

For  when  the  cars  of  other  Companies  could  be  more  profit¬ 
ably  employed  at  home,  we  were  of  course  denied  their  use,  and 
our  business  at  the  same  period,  of  more  than  average  value  and 
importance  to  us,  suffered  proportionately. 

The  several  connecting  Roads  have  agreed  to  place,  and  are 
placing  their  proportion  of  cars  needed  in  this  joint  trade. 

In  order  that  our  expenses  may  decrease,  and  our  receipts  be 
increased  in  volume  and  regularity,  this  Company  must  keep  up 
with  the  demands  made  upon  it  for  motive  power  and  cars. 
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218  Bonds  of  the  Company,  amounting  to  $109,000,  yet 
remain  to  be  sold,  which  with  other  resources,  it  is  believed,  will  be 
found  sufficient  to  do  all  the  work  yet  required  for  renewals. 

When  with  a  very  much  improved  Roadway  and  machinery, 
without  debt,  and  with  a  business  growing  more  profitable  and 
more  extended  daily,  you  may  reasonably  expect  to  have  your 
long  tried  patience  rewarded. 


The  policy  adopted  by  your  Board  of  Directors,  has  looked  to 
carefully  guarding  the  ultimate  and  continued  welfare  of  the 
enterprise  committed  to  their  care. 

With  this  end  in  view,  notwithstanding  the  business  of  the 
past  year,  which  seems  to  justify  a  dividend  to  the  Shareholders, 
it  was  determined  instead  to  fully  redeem  your  property  from 
the  general  dilapidation  it  had  fallen  into,  before  coming  into 
your  possession  and  control,  and  place  its  business,  credit  and 
resources,  reasonably  beyond  future  troubles  of  a  similar  char¬ 
acter. 

The  Shareholders  should  not  forget,  that  the  present  success¬ 
ful  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Company  were,  of  necessity 
and  prudence,  obtained  over  great  difficulties,  by  seemingly 
slow,  but  persistent  efforts  and  denials. 

The  thanks  of  the  Company  are  due  to  the  several  officers 
and  employees  for  their  industry,  energy  and  integrity. 

By  order  of  the  Board  of  Directors, 

T.  Haskins  Du  Puy, 

President. 


Office  Catawissa  Railroad  Company, 
308  Walnut  Street. 
Philadelphia,  January,  1863. 


REPORT 

OF  THE 

T  R  E  A  S  U  R  E  R. 


Office  Catawissa  R.  R  Company, 
No.  308  Walnut  Street, 

*  Philadelphia,  January  30th,  1863. 

To  tiie  President  and  Directors  of  the  Catawissa  Rail 
Road  Company. 

Gentlemen  : — I  beg  leavp  to  submit  a  General  Statement  of  the 
affairs  of  the  Company  to  January  1st,  1863,  as  also  “Transportation 
and  Income  Account/’  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1862. 

Very  Respectfully, 

Wm.  R.  Fisher, 

Treasurer. 


Transportation  and  Income  Account  for  Twelve  Months,  ending  Dec.  31,  1862. 


receipts  OF  THE  ROAD.  Tons  moved  1  mile. 

Freieht  on  Merchandise,  .  .  .  11,201,902  $232,755  36 

Freight  on  Coal, .  7,288,740  97,669  30 

Miscellaneous  Receipts, .  12,964,95 

Passengers  carried.  Do.  1  mile. 

Travel,  ....  45,739  2,183,908  61,621  81 

United  States  Mail,  . .  11,900  00 


Total  Receipts, . 416,911  42 

DEDUCT. 

Rent  of  Little  Schuylkill  Rail  Road,  ....  $65,207  59 

Rent  of  Philadelphia  and  Erie  Rail  Road,  .  .  .  40,938  84 

Rent  of  Eeaver  Meadow  Rail  Road,  ....  4,450  32 

Rent  of  Quakake  Rail  Road, .  15,948  44  126,545  19 


Net  Receipts, .  290,366  23 

Received  from  the  sale  of  282  Bonds  of  $500  each,  .  141,000  00 

Less  Discount  on  the  same,  .....  11,950  00 


-  129,050  00 

WORKING  EXPENSES.  $419,416  23 


Conducting  Transportation — Freight. 

Advertising,  ......  $5  00 

Agent’s  Station, .  3,088  21 

Conductors,  Brakemen  and  Dispatchers,  .  13,111  19 

Drawbacks  and  Overcharges,  .  .  .  3,341  13 

Expenses  at  Stations,  ....  2,901  34 

Foreign  Agencies, .  4,077  57 

Incidentals,  ......  47  51 

Light  at  Freight  Stations  and  for  Cars,  .  409  88 

Loss  and  Damages  to  Goods,  .  .  .  1,021  12 

Oil,  Waste,  Tallow,  Ac.,  ....  3,054  09 

Rent  and  allowance  for  use  of  Cars,  .  14,270  36 

Stationery  and  Printing,  ....  1,265  47 

Stations,  Repairs,  Rents  and  Taxes  on 

Depots, .  462  52 

- $47,055  39 
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Brought  forward. 
Conducting  Transportation — Passenger. 
Advertising,  ...... 

Agents,  Ticket, . 

Cars,  Cleaning  and  Inspection,  . 
Conductors,  Baggage-masters  and  Brakemen, 
Drawbacks  and  Overcharges, 

Expenses  of  Stations,  .... 
Foreign  Agencies,  ..... 

Fuel  at  Stations, . 

Fuel  for  Cars,  ...... 

Incidentals, . 

Light  at  Stations, . 

Light  for  Cars,  . 

Oil,  Tallow,  Waste,  &o.,  .... 

Stationery  and  Printing,  .... 
Stations,  Repairs,  Rents  and  Furniture, 

Motive  Power. 

Coal  for  Locomotives — Passenger, 

Coal  for  Locomotives — Freight, 

Engineers  and  Firemen — Passenger,  . 
Engineers  and  Firemen — Freight, 
Incidentals — -Passenger  and  Freight, 

Rent  and  allowance  for  use  of  Locomotives, 
Fluid,  Oil,  Tallow,  Waste — Pass.  &  Freight, 
Repairs  of  Locomotives — Passenger, 

Repairs  of  Locomotives — Freight, 

Repairs  of  Tools,  Machinery  and  Shops, 
Repairs  of  AVater  Stations, 

AYatchmen,  Switchmen  and  AYipers,  . 

AVood  for  Locomotives — Passenger,  . 

W  ood  for  Locomotives — Freight, 

Master  Machinist,  ..... 

Maintenance  of  Way. 

Incidentals,  ...... 

Oil,  Fluid  and  Tallow, 

Repairs  of  Bridges,  .... 

Repairs  and  Renewals  of  Telegraph, 

Repairs  and  Renewals  of  Track, 

Tools  and  Repairs  of  Tools, 

Watchmen, . 

Maintenance  of  Cars. 

Incidentals, . 

Repairs — Passenger  and  Baggage  Cars, 
Repairs — Freight  Cars,  .... 

Repairs — Car-shops  and  Sheds, 

Tools  and  Repairs  of  Tools, 

Repairs — Through  Line  of  Cars, 

General  Expenses. 

Stationery,  Printing  and  Office  Expenses,  . 

Taxes, . 

Telegraph  Expenses,  .... 

President’s,  Treasurer’s,  Secretary’s  and 
Superintendent’s  Salaries, 

Clerks’  and  Attendants’  Salaries, 

Rent  of  General  Office,  Fuel  and  Light, 
National  Tax,  Passenger, 


$47,055  39 


$36  25 
2,454  73 
1  50 
5,546  39 
1  60 
464  29 
528  35 
464  29 
191  57 
199  52 
313  41 
387  66 
194  40 
770  30 
330  01 

-  11,657  25 

218  37 
2,867  59 
4,221  38 
10,689  96 
711  25 
1,812  59 
5,787  05 
9,289  90 
65,430  20 
2,261  12 
1,301  23 
3,431  94 
6,013  03 
18,074  63 
150  00 

- -  132,260  24 

6  25 
313  46 
38,396  19 
40  76 
65,473  37 
493  74 
3,913  95 

-  108,637  72 

27  62 
5,927  04 
29,S00  28 
262  57 
811  24 
1,372  57 

— -  38,201  32 

3,256  28 
90  91 
1,104  78 

6,750  02 
3,631  24 
801  60 
562  21 

-  16,197  04 


$419,416  23 


$354,008  96 


Carried  forward, 


$65,407  27 
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Balance  from  Transportation  and  Income  Account,  Brought  forward,  $65,407 
Less  Coupons,  .  •  .  ,  ;  ,  t  '  ’  '  g’,439  4S 


$15,723  34 
5,954  72 


10,986  40 
155  75 


>  'jOlipuo,  .  -ill*. 

Labour  and  material  debt, 


Which  is  represented  as  follows  : 

Cash  on  hand,  December  31,  1S6A  • 

Less  “ 

Being  an  increase  of  cash  on  hand^of 
Notes  Receivable  on  hand  Dec.  31,  R  g-> 

Being  an  Increase  in  Notes  livable  of  flg 

Freight  bills  due  the  Co.  Doc.  31,  1  ^  .  9j253  45 

Less  “  - - - - 

Being  an  increase  ir t  Freight  bills  due  the  Co.^f 
Materials  on  hand  Dec.  31,  lbo-j,  •  11,258  34 

Less  — - — - 

Being  an  increase  of  materials  on  hand  of  „ 

Capital  Stock  on  hand  Dec.  31,  lbbs,  •  41  535  08 

Less  - 

Being  an  increase  of  Capital  Stock  on  hand  of 


16,661  92 
$48,745  35 


$9,768  62 
10,830  65 
1,604  5S 
36,560  24 

4,912  07 


$63,676  16 

From  which  Deduct  the  following  Increase  in  Liabilities. 

Pay  rolls  and  bills  of  materials  due  g5 

Dec.  31,  1862,  .  •  •  *  pS  909  96 

Less  do.  1801,  •  _ ’ _ 

Being  an  increase  ofPay  Rolls  and  Material  §  gg 

bills  of  •  •  '  ’ 

Due  to  Connecting  Rail  Roa  s  04S  C2 

Dec.  31,  1862,  •  io'332  56 

Less  do.  1861,  •  '  _ _ 

Being  an  increase  of  amount  due  connect-*  06 

ing  Roads  of  •  •  •  010  00 

Coupons  unpaid  Dec.  A,  1^-,  •  37  50 

Less  “  ’  _ 

B«i«g  »  »' ^  “ 

Fractional  shares,  Dec.  31,  1362.  .  m  ^ 

Less  “ 


Being  an  increase  in  factional  Shares  of_ 
Debts  due  to  the  Co.  Dec.  51,  ^1-  10_006  00 
Less  “ 


17  00 


Being  a  decrease  in  Debts  due  the  Co.  of  $2,120  36  $14,930  81 


$48,745  35 
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R  E  P  0  R  T 

OF  THE 

SUPERINTENDENT 


Catawissa  Railroad  Company, 
Superintendent’s  Office, 
Williamsport,  Pa.,  1st  January,  1863. 

T  Haskins  Du  Puy,  Esq.,  President: 

Sir  : — I  have  the  pleasure  of  submitting  the  following  satisfactory 
statement  of  the  business  of  the  road,  for  the  year  ending  31st  Decem¬ 
ber,  1862. 

Conducting  Transportation. 

Freight  Department. — Tons  moved  one  mile,  18,490,642,  against 
9,086,728  tons  in  1861,  being  an  increase  of  9,408,919  tons  or  103.49 
per  cent.  : — the  receipts  from  which  are  $330,424.66,  against 
$188,631.64,  being  an  increase  of  $141,793.02  or  75.17  per  cent., 
and  the  working  expenses  of  which  are  $47,055.39  or  2.54  mills  per 
ton  per  mile  against  $29,951.12  or  3.30  mills  per  ton  per  mile,  show¬ 
ing  a  reduction  by  comparison  of  T7y6Q  mill  per  ton  per  mile  or  23.03 
per  cent,  being  in  the  aggregate  equivalent  to  $13,892.37. 

The  receipts  although  very  encouraging  have  not  increased  in  the 
same  ratio  with  the  tonnage,  owing  to  increased  competition  by  rival 
and  connecting  roads,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  increase  has  been  prin¬ 
cipally  from  lumber,  iron  and  coal ;  articles  which  are  carried  at  com¬ 
paratively  low  rates  of  freight. 

The  tonnage  offered  to  us  during  the  year  has  been  continuously 
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and  largely  in  excess  of  even  our  lately  improved  capacity  in  cars  and 
motive  power. 

Passenger  Department. — Passengers  carried  one  mile,  2,183,908, 
against  2,318,458,  being  a  decrease  of  134,550  or  5.80  per  cent. 

The  receipts  are  861,621.81  against  860,353.39  being  an  increase 
of  81,268.42  or  2.10  per  cent. 

The  receipts  from  mail,  express,  and  miscellaneous  sources  are 
$24,864.95  against  $30,090.83,  being  a  decrease  of  $5,225.88  : 
these  added  to  passenger  receipts  as  above,  give  $86,486.76,  against 
$90,444.22,  being  a  decrease  of  $3,957.46  or  4.38  per  cent. 

The  working  expenses  under  this  account  are  $11,657.25,  against 
$14,565.71,  showing  a  reduction  by  comparison  of  $2,908.46  or  19.97 
per  cent.  It  is  believed  that  the  minimum  of  passengers  and 
passenger  receipts,  consequent  upon  close  competition,  has  now  been 
reached. 

Motive  Power. — $132,260.24  has  been  expended  for  this  account, 
which  includes  the  following  amounts  properly  chargeable  for  new 
equipment,  rebuilding  old  engines,  extraordinary  repairs  and  new 
work : — 


4  new,  first  class,  coal-burning,  freight  engines,  weighing 
65,000  lbs.,  built  by  M.  W.  Baldwin  &  Co., 
Rebuilding  engine  No.  7,  (old  No.  5), 

Rent  and  allowance  for  use  of  locomotives  consequent 
upon  our  insufficient  power, 

New  engine  house  at  Milton,  to  replace  old  one  burned 
down,  (supposed  by  incendiary), 

2  new  turntables  at  Milton  and  Rupert,  to  replace  old 
ones  worn  out, 

2  new  sand  houses  at  Mahanoy  and  Catawissa, 

3  new  water  tanks,  at  Pottsgrove,  Catawissa  and  Switch 

Back,  ...... 

3  new  coal  platforms,  at  Milton,  Rupert  and  Switch 
Back,  ...... 

New  smith  shop  at  Catawissa, 

Total,  .  .  .  .  . 

Which  deduct  from  gross  amount, 

Gives  legitimate  working  expenses  for  the  year, 


$42,660  80 
2,112  61 

8,775  64 

1,295  08 

416  29 
324  15 

473  91 

298  25 
153  03 


$56,509  76 
132,260  24 
75,750  48 


Maintenance  of  Way. — $108,637  72  has  been  expended  upon  the 
Road  which  includes  the  following  amounts  properly  chargeable  to 
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new  work  and  improvements  extraordinary  to  the  regular  mainte¬ 
nance  of  way  : — 

4  new  Foremen’s  Houses,  at  Mainville,  Long  Hollow 

Bridge,  Mahanov  and  Girard,  .  .  .  $797  75 

New  Bridge  over  North  Branch,  Susquehanna,  at  Ru¬ 
pert,  1415  ft.  long,  (in  part),  .  .  .  21,962  29 

Covering  Cliilisquaque  Bridge,  .  .  .  97  55 

Rebuilding  Long  Hollow  and  Stranger  Hollow,  and 
part  of  Ringtown  Trestle  Bridges,  as  follows  : — 

Labor,  .  $8,537  09 

4,789  lbs.  new  iron,  .  .  .  203  90 

599,596  ft.  B.  Timber,  .  .  8,025  12 

-  16,766  11 


41,380  new  cross-ties,  8,615  62,  less  annual  allowance 
for  ordinary  repairs  250  per  mile,  64  miles  16,000, 
balance  of  25,380,  chargeable  to  new  work, 

80,340  lbs.  wrought  chairs,  $3,640.11,  less  annual  al¬ 
lowance  for  ordinary  repairs  (10  per  cent  of  whole 
amount  on  the  road),  18,000  lbs.,  balance  62,340  lbs. 
chargeable  to  new  work,  . 

51,750  lbs.  spikes,  $2,061.59,  less  annual  allowance  for 
ordinary  repairs  say  30,000,  balance  21,750  lbs. 
chargeable  to  new  work,  .... 
260  5,  3,  27  new  rails,  .... 
(Not  including  342  4,  2,  20  re-rolled  rails,  costing 
$5,971.83,  chargeable  to  current  repairs.) 

Total,  .  .  .  .  . 

Which  deduct  from  gross  amount, 

Balance,  being  legitimate  working  expenses  for  the  year, 


5,284  30 


2,824  55 


866  46 
13,959  48 


$62,558  49 
$108,637  72 
,$46,079  23 


Maintenance  of  Cars. — $38,201.32  has  been  expended  for  this  ac¬ 
count,  which  includes : 

Cost  of  10  cars  rebuilt,  .  .  $4,750  00 

10  new  flat  cars  built  by  Trenton  Car  Co.,  5,000  00 
53  cars  new  roofed  with  tin,  .  .  1,404  66 


Total, 

Which  deduct  from  gross  amount, 


11,154  66 
$38,201  32 


Gives  legitimate  working  expenses  for  the  year, 


$27,046  66 
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Summary. 

Total  expenses  for  the  year,  . 

Less  for  new  work,  new  machinery,  &c 
Motive  power  account, 

Maintenance  of  way,  . 

Maintenance  of  cars,  . 


§354,008  96 


as  follows  : 
§56,509  76 
62,588  49 
11,154  66 


Total, 


§130,222  91 


Balance,  being  legitimate  working  expenses  of  the  road 

for  the  year,  .....  §223,786  05 


Comparison  o/1861  and  1862. 


1SS  1. 

1862. 

Increase. 

Per  ct. 

Miles  Run, . 

289,137 

366,181 

77,044 

26.65 

Nett  Earnings, . 

S219.548.37 

$290,366.23 

370,817.86 

32.26 

Legitimate  working  Expenses, 

167,058.04 

223,786.05 

56,728.01 

33.96 

Gross  earnings, . 

279,075.86 

416.911.42 

137,835.56 

49.39 

Present  Condition  of  Road  and  Property. — More  than  §10,000, 
the  amount  estimated  for  ditching  for  the  year  1862,  has  been  ex¬ 
pended,  and  the  Road  bed  and  track  are  much  improved  thereby. 

The  track  has  also  been  much  improved  by  the  large  amount  of  new 
Cross  Ties,  Chairs  and  Spikes,  and  new  and  re-rolled  Rails. 

The  Depots  and  other  buildings  have  been  put  in  better  repair,  and 
such  new  buildings  erected  as  were  absolutely  required,  and  which  are 
specified  above;  and  a  new  siding  1,000  feet  in  length,  has  been  built 
at  Catawissa,  for  the  accommodation  of  the  Car  repair  Shops. 

The  Stranger  Hollow  and  Long  Hollow,  and  a  part  of  Ringtown 
Trestle  Bridges  have  been  rebuilt,  also  the  N.  B.  Susquehanna  Bridge 
at  Rupert,  (1,405  feet  in  length,  on  which,  when  finished,  a  final 
payment  will  be  due.) 

The  roof  of  Beaver  Tunnel  having  given  way,  it  has  been  newly 
timbered,  and  is  now  in  much  better  condition  than  at  date  of  last 
Report. 

The  four  new  Coal-burning  Locomotives,  although  received  late 
in  the  season  have  done  good  service ;  hauling  trains  50  per  cent, 
heavier  than  the  best  of  our  Wood-burning  Engines,  at  about  the  same 
cost  per  mile  run,  for  fuel  and  train  expenses. 

The  great  advance  in  the  price  of  coal  since  last  report  has  prevented 
our  realizing  so  great  saving  in  the  item  of  fuel  as  we  had  anticipated ; 
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yet  the  result  is  satisfactory.  The  expense  per  mile  run  being  re¬ 
duced  from  8.81  to  7.59  cents. 

These  engines  (it  is  estimated,)  will  perform  double  the  amount  of 
work  per  annum  that  the  wood-burning  engines  employed  in  the  same 
service  will  do. 

These  engines  commenced  running  as  follows  : — 

No.  3,  1st  September, 

“  4,  6th  “ 

“  5,  23rd  “ 

“  6,  7th  October. 

It  is  believed  that  all  the  engines  and  cars  are  in  better  condition 
now  than  one  year  since,  which  is  proven  by  their  increased  capacity 
and  efficiency. 

I  would  recommend  the  following  improvements  for  the  coming 
year,  in  addition  to  the  current  expenses,  as  far  as  practicable  : — 
The  rebuilding  of  the  remainder  of  Ringtown  and  the  whole  of 
Dark  Run  Trestle  Bridges ; — also  of  Mine  Gap,  Fisher’s  Run, 
Mainville,  and  Catawissa  Creek  Truss  Bridges;  completing  and 
covering  Rupert  Bridge;  whitewashing  of  all  the  bridges;  putting 
50,000  new  Cross  Ties  in  Track,  which  will  replace  all  the  old  ones 
now  remaining;  rerolled  Iron,  (500  tons;)  Chairs  and  Spikes,  same 
as  this  year;  Ditching,  same  as  this  year. 

Owing  to  the  present  and  prospective  high  prices  demanded  for 
labor  and  materials,  and  all  the  uncertainties  connected  therewith,  it 
is  impossible  for  me  now  to  present  to  you  any  estimates  of  costs  which 
I  could  recommend  as  positively  reliable. 

I  would  also  recommend  the  building,  at  some  suitable  point,  of 
shops  for  the  light  repairs  of  engines  and  the  rebuilding  and  repairs 
of  cars.  All  the  reasons  heretofore  urged  for  this,  still  obtain  with 
increased  force  ;  in  addition  to  which  is  the  fact  that,  for  some  months 
past  it  has  been  impossible  to  get  our  engines  repaired  with  prompt¬ 
ness,  because  of  the  increased  amount  of  work  required  on  their  own 
engines,  by  those  companies  upon  whose  shops  we  have  mainly  de¬ 
pended. 

I  would  also  suggest  such  further  increase  of  the  number  of  engines 
and  cars  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  demanded  by  the  trade. 

Under  your  directions  I  have  made  a  preliminary  survey  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  Branch  road  from  Summit  to  the  Coal  lands  of  this  Company, 
which,  though  not  yet  completed,  I  find  can  be  built  at  a  cost  below 
our  former  estimate. 
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I  have  pleasure  in  again  reporting  that  no  passenger  has  been  killed 
or  injured  upon  the  Road. 

I  submit  herewith  the  following  Tabular  Statements  : — 

Engine  Mileage  and  Repairs,  &e. 

Details  of  Engines. 

Mileage  of  Cars. 

Amounts  paid  to  Foreign  Shops  for  work  done,  repairing  Engines 
and  Cars  of  the  Company  during  1862. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  testify  to  the  cooperation  and  zeal  of  the 
officers  and  employees  of  the  Company, 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  Stanley  Goodwin, 

Superintendent. 
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Statement  of  Cost  of  Repairs  and  Running  Expenses  of  Locomotive  Engines,  for  the  Year  ending  Dec.  31,1862. 
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CATAWISSA  RAILROAD  COMPANY. 

Description  of  all  Locomotive  Engines  owned  by  the  Company ,  December  31sf,  18G2. 
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REMARKS. 
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In  running  order. 
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Engines  1,  14,  15,  16,  18,  21,  have  had  new  tires  during  this  year. 
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RELATING  TO  THE  EXAMINATION  OF  THE  STRUC¬ 
TURES  ON  THE  CATAWISSA,  AND  ELMIRA  AND 
WILLIAMSPORT  RAILROADS. 


Engineer’s  Office,  P.  &  R.  R.  R.  Co. 

Pottstown,  Pa.,  May  14,  1862. 

T.  Haskins  Du  Puy,  Esq., 

President  Catawissa  R.  R.  Co.,  Philadelphia : 

Dear  Sir  : — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  preamble  and  resolution, 
passed  by  the  Elmira  and  Williamsport  Railroad  Company,  re¬ 
questing  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Company  to 
send  their  Engineer  over  your  road,  to  examine  and  report  upon 
the  condition  of  your  bridges  ;  and  also,  of  instructions  from  the 
President  of  this  Company,  to  attend  to  the  duty  indicated  by 
the  resolutions,  at  my  early  convenience. 

I  observe  the  preamble  refers  to  reports  of  the  President  and 
Superintendent,  and  of  the  Finance  Committee  of  your  road, 
touching  the  condition  of  the  bridges  in  1860,  and  also  in  1861, 
and  to  an  opinion  of  the  United  States  Court,  relating  to  the 
liability  of  connecting  Railroad  Companies,  &c. 

If  you  can  favor  me  with  copies  of  the  reports  and  opinion 
referred  to,  without  too  much  trouble  to  yourself,  I  will  be  greatly 
obliged. 

I  will  also  be  glad  to  learn  if  arrangements  can  be  made  for 
me  to  pass  over  your  road  in  the  “  Stag”  next  week,  and  it 
may  be  that  more  than  one  day  upon  the  road  will  be  necessary. 

In  the  examination  proposed,  I  should  be  accompanied  by 
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such  an  officer  as  in  your  judgment  is  most  suitable  to  direct  my 
movements. 

Very  truly,  yours,  &c., 

J.  Dutton  Steele, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Office,  Catawissa  Railroad  Company. 

Philadelphia,  May  16,  1862. 


J.  Dutton  Steele,  Esq., 

Chief  Engineer  P.  &  R.  R.  R.  Co.: 

Dear  Sir  : — Your  letter  of  the  14tli  instant,  in  which  you  state, 
that  in  accordance  with  “  preamble  and  resolution  passed  by 
“  the  Elmira  and  Williamsport  Railroad  Company,  requesting 
“  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Company  to  send  their 
“  engineer  over  your  (the  Catawissa)  road,  to  examine  and  report 
“  upon  the  condition  of  your  bridges,”  &c.,  &c.,  and  that  you 
intend  to  make  such  examination  next  week,  the  proper  facilities 
and  information  being  afforded  to  you  by  this  Company  for  that 
end,  has  just  been  received  and  is  fully  noted. 

Your  letter  has  given  the  first  intimation  to  the  officers  of  this 
Company,  of  the  designs  of  the  Elmira  and  Williamsport  Rail¬ 
road  Company  ;  nevertheless,  we  shall  be  much  pleased  to  afford 
you  every  opportunity  and  facility  you  may  desire  for  the  object 
in  view.  To  that  end,  Dr.  Hutchinson,  who  is  a  member  of  our 
Board  of  Directors,  and  who  is  familiar  with  the  past  and  pre¬ 
sent  history  of  this  road,  will  accompany  me,  with  you  on  the 
proposed  expedition.  Please  notify  me  a  day  or  two  in  advance 
of  your  movements,  in  order  that  we  may  be  prepared  to  accom¬ 
pany  you. 

I  enclose  you  the  Reports  of  the  Company  desired ;  the 
opinion  of  the  United  States  Court  mentioned,  I  have  not  seen; 
nor  do  I  know  where  it  can  be  had. 

Without  wishing  to  influence  your  movements,  I  should  like 
you  to  fix  the  period  of  our  departure  as  near  the  end  of  next 
week  as  convenient. 

I  am  respectfully  and  truly,  yours,  &c., 


T.  Haskins  Du  Put, 


President. 
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Office,  Catawissa  Railroad  Company, 
No.  308  Walnut  Street, 

Philadelphia,  19th  May,  1862. 

J.  Dutton  Steele, 

Chief  Engineer  P.  &  R.  R.  R.  Co. : 

Dear  Sir  : — The  required  absence  of  Dr.  Hutchinson,  (who 
I  desired  to  accompany  us  on  your  proposed  trip  over  the  Ca- 
tawissa  Road,)  during  the  middle  and  latter  end  of  this  week, 
obliges  me  to  ask  you  to  be  kind  enough  to  postpone  your  trip 
until  next  Friday  week,  the  30th  instant. 

I  would  name  an  earlier  day  in  the  week,  but  that  our  Board 
have  their  Stated  meeting  on  the  29th  instant,  at  which  matters 
of  moment  are  to  be  presented. 

Trusting  that  my  request  may  give  you  no  inconvenience, 

I  am  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

T.  Haskins  Du  Put, 

President. 


Engineer’s  Office,  P.  &  R.  R.  R.  Co. 

Pottstown,  Pa.,  May  19th,  1862. 

T.  Haskins  Du  Puy,  Esq., 

President  Cattawissa  R.  R.  Co. : 

Dear  Sir  ; — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  16th  instant, 
and  am  pleased  to  learn  that  I  shall  be  accompanied  on  the  pro¬ 
posed  expedition  over  your  road,  by  yourself  and  Dr.  Hutchin¬ 
son. 

It  will  suit  me  to  start  either  on  Thursday  of  this  week,  or 
Tuesday  of  next  week,  as  may  be  most  convenient  to  you,  of 
which  please  to  advise  me  a  few  days  in  advance. 

If  you  can  arrange  to  leave  Philadelphia  in  the  eight,  A.  m. 
train,  I  will  have  one  of  our  small  engines  to  meet  us  at  Port 
Clinton,  and  follow  the  passenger  train  as  far  as  may  be  required 
before  the  party  is  transferred  to  it. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  Dutton  Steele, 

Chief  Engineer. 
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Office,  Catawissa  Railroad  Company, 
No.  308  Walnut  Street. 

Philadelphia,  19th  May,  1862. 


J.  Dutton  Steele,  Esq., 

Chief  Engineer  P.  &  R.  R.  R.  Co. : 

Dear  Sir: — Your  polite  favor  of  this  date  has  just  been  re¬ 
ceived,  hut  not  until  my  second  letter  of  this  morning  had  left 
this  office. 

If  you  can  arrange  without  inconvenience  to  yourself,  to  delay 
the  trip  until  after  Thursday  the  29th  instant,  you  will  confer  a 
favor  on  Dr.  Hutchinson  and  myself,  and  enable  us  to  join  you 
as  proposed. 

I  am,  my  dear  Sir, 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 


T.  Haskins  Du  Puy, 

President. 


Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Co. 

Pottstown,  Pa.,  May  21st,  1862. 

T.  Haskins  Du  Puy,  Esq., 

President  Catawissa  R.  R.  Co.,  308  Walnut  St.,  Phila. 
Dear  Sir  : — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  19th  instant, 
and  am  glad  to  be  able  to  say  that  Friday,  the  30th,  will  suit 
me  as  well  as  any  earlier  day,  for  our  proposed  expedition  over 
your  road. 

In  the  hope  that  we  may  have  pleasant  weather,  and  an 
agreeable  trip,  I  remain  with  great  respect, 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  Dutton  Steele, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Pottstown,  June  16th,  1862. 

Charles  E.  Smith,  Esq.,  President : 

Dear  Sir  : — In  reply  to  your  note  of  the  12th  instant,  I 
enclose  copies  of  the  correspondence  which  has  taken  place, 
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relating  to  the  proposed  examination  of  the  bridges  on  the 
Elmira  and  Williamsport  Railroad. 

As  no  reply  has  yet  been  received  to  my  letter  to  Mr.  Kim- 
ber,  written  on  the  4th  instant,  I  suppose  that  it  is  not  the  wish 
of  the  Elmira  and  Williamsport  Company  to  have  their  bridges 
examined. 

Will  you  please  to  communicate  this  result  to  the  President 
of  the  Catawissa  Railroad  Company. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  Dutton  Steele. 


Pottstown,  Pa,  June  2d,  1S62. 

Thomas  Kimber,  Jr.,  Esq., 

President  Elmira  and  Williamsport  R.  R.  Co., 

308  Walnut  Street,  Philadelphia: 

Dear  Sir  : — I  am  in  receipt  of  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Catawissa  Railroad 
Company. 

“  Whereas,  the  Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Company, 
have  notified  us  that  their  chief  engineer  will  visit  our  road,  at 
the  request  of  the  Elmira  and  Williamsport  Railroad  Company, 
to  examine  the  structures  thereon,  with  a  view  to  pronounce 
upon  their  safety ;  and  whereas,  the  safety  of  the  whole  line  is 
dependent  upon  the  safety  of  all  its  parts,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Hutchinson,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  chief  engineer  of  the  Phila¬ 
delphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Company  be  requested  to  extend 
his  examination  as  far  as  Elmira.” 

This  resolution  reached  me  when  I  was  on  the  point  of  de¬ 
parture  for  the  examination  of  the  Catawissa  Railroad,  in  pur¬ 
suance  of  the  resolution  of  your  Company,  and  would  seem  to 
point  to  a  continuance  of  the  examination  then  about  to  com¬ 
mence,  which  would  have  been  the  most  convenient  arrange¬ 
ment  for  me.  In  my  judgment  however,  it  would  not  have 
been  respectful,  even  were  it  practicable  or  safe,  to  enter  upon 
the  examination  of  a  road,  without  first  obtaining  the  consent 


6 


and  approbation  of  the  President  of  the  Company  thereto,  and 
to  whom  I  must  look  for  the  necessary  arrangements. 

I  shall  be  pleased,  therefore,  to  know  if  the  examination  of 
your  structures,  proposed  by  the  Managers  of  the  Catawissa 
Railroad  Company  meets  with  your  approval,  and  if  so,  how 
soon  it  may  be  convenient  for  you  to  make  the  necessary  ar¬ 
rangements  to  enable  me  to  pass  over  your  road  in  a  special 
train  for  that  purpose,  in  company  with  such  officers  as  in  your 
judgment  may  be  the  most  suitable  to  direct  my  movements. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  Dutton  Steele, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Elmira  and  Williamsport  Railroad  Co., 
Office,  308  Walnut  Street. 

Philadelphia,  June  3d,  1862. 

J.  Dutton  Steele, 

Chief  Engineer,  Phila.  and  Reading  R.  R.  Co. 

Dear  Sir  : — Your  favor  of  2d  instant  is  at  hand,  and  while 
we  appreciate  the  excellence  of  the  joke,  we  think  you  yourself 
could  hardly  have  been  aware  of  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  at  the  time  of  writing  that  letter.  The  application  of  our 
Board  to  President  Smith  of  the  Reading  Company,  was  made 
at  the  especial  instance  of  Mr.  Nicolls  of  your  Company,  who 
happened  to  call  at  this  office  just  as  a  resolution  of  a  more 
stringent  character  was  about  being  sent  to  our  Board  from  its 
Executive  Committee.  We  considered  the  Rupert  bridge  unsafe 
decidedly,  and  had  determined  to  ask  the  Catawissa  Company 
to  relieve  us  from  selling  tickets  over  their  road,  by  placing 
themselves  an  agency  at  Elmira ;  and  also  had  determined,  to 
withdraw  from  the  joint  agency  at  Sixth  and  Chestnut  Streets, 
so  as  to  avoid  a  partnership' s  responsibility  in  any  risks  that 
might  be  run. 

Mr.  Nicolls  suggested,  not  we ,  that  before  doing  so,  your 
engineer  should  be  invited  to  examine  those  structures,  and 
especially  the  Rupert  bridge.  Of  course  we  assented,  and  we 
confined  our  reasons  for  all  anxiety  about  these  bridges,  strictly 
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to  the  Cataivissa  Company's  own  reports  of  their  dangerous  con¬ 
dition  ;  and  although  we  might  fairly  have  done  so,  we  even 
omitted  the  startling  statements  of  a  special  Report  made  last 
spring,  by  the  President  of  that  Company,  in  which  he  stated, 
that  it  would  be  the  duty  of  their  Managers  to  abandon  their 
road  at  a  very  early  period ,  ( now  past,)  unless  this  bridge  were 
rebuilt.  TIms  Report  was  shown  to  one  or  two  members  of  our 
Board  at  the  Time,  although  not  published.  The  statements  of 
others  are  even  more  alarming.  We  are  informed  from  sources 
which  we  consider  entitled  to  credit,  that  the  Rupert  bridge  is 
in  hourly  danger.  But  we  confined  ourselves  to  the  published 
Reports  of  their  superintendent  and  managers,  and  on  these  we 
do  not  feel  justified  in  continuing  (unless  re-assured  by  your 
examinations,  as  Mr.  Nicolls  suggested)  our  responsibility  for 
travel  over  that  structure.  If  you  can  find  any  statements  in 
our  Reports  discrediting  the  safety  of  our  structures,  we  will 
admit  the  propriety  of  your  proposal  to  examine  them — but  not 
till  then. 

Meanwhile,  we  are  glad  to  learn  by  the  resolution  of  the  Cat- 
awissa  Managers,  that  they  agree  with  us  in  the  general  prin¬ 
ciple,  that  “  the  safety  of  the  whole  line  is  dependent  on  the 
safety  of  all  its  parts.”  On  this  we  have  acted  without  any 
other  desire  than  to  save  ourselves  harmless  ;  and  we  are  willing 
to  take  your  testimony  as  to  the  safety  of  this  bridge  against 
common  report,  and  against  the  published  opinion  of  the  Cata- 
wissa  officers  themselves. 

With  great  personal  regard, 

I  am  very  truly,  yours, 

Thomas  Kimber,  Jr., 

President. 


Office  Philadelphia  and  Reading  R.  R.  Co. 
Reading,  Penna.,  June  4th,  1862. 

J.  Dutton  Steele,  Esq.,  Chief  Engineer. 

Dear  Sir  : — Mr.  Kimber  has  sent  me  his  letter  to  you  of 
3rd  inst.,  to  be  confirmed  or  corrected.  My  connection  with 
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the  matter  was  simply  as  follows  :  On  Mr.  Kimber  reading  me 
a  resolution  of  his  Board  refusing  to  ticket  over  the  Catawissa 
R.  R.  in  consequence  of  the  insecurity  of  their  Rupert  Bridge, 
I  stated  my  opinion  of  the  uncalled  for  harshness  of  such  a 
course,  and  of  the  injurious  effect  it  would  have  upon  their 
credit  with  the  public. 

On  Mr.  Kimber  enquiring  what  other  course  I  would  recom¬ 
mend,  I  suggested  that  some  competent  engineer,  in  whom  all 
the  parties  concerned  would  have  confidence,  should  be  requested 
to  make  an  examination  of  the  bridge  in  question,  and  that  his 
report  should  be  the  basis  of  further  action. 

To  this  he  assented,  and  after  some  names  were  mentioned, 
you  were  selected  as  in  every  respect  most  suitable. 

On  the  same  day  he  advised  Mr.  Smith  of  the  whole  matter, 
and  you  know  the  rest. 

I  knew  nothing  whatever  of  any  inspection  of  the  Elmira 
R.  R.  bridges  being  thought  of  until  I  heard  of  it  yesterday  in 
Philadelphia. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

G.  A.  Nicolls, 

General  Superintendent. 


Pottstown,  Pa.,  June  4th,  18G2. 

Thos.  Kimber,  Jr.,  Esq., 

Prest.  Elmira  and  Williamsport  R.  R.  Co. 

Dear  Sir: — I  am  in  receipt  of  your  favor  of  the  3rd  inst., 
with  a  note  from  Mr.  Nicolls  stating  his  connection  with  the 
project  for  examining  the  bridges  on  the  Catawissa  R.  R, 

You  are  right  in  supposing  that  I  was  not  aware  of  all  the 
circumstances  which  led  to  the  request  of  your  company  to  have 
the  examination  made,  nor  do  I  think  they  have  any  important 
bearing  on  the  case  so  far  as  I  have  been  professionally  con¬ 
nected  with  it. 

The  question  presented  to  me  was  simply  one  of  the  sufficient 
safety  of  the  bridges  on  the  road  as  affecting  the  joint  liability 
of  the  companies  selling  coupon  tickets  over  it,  and  although 
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the  Reports  of  the  Catawissa  Co.  were  referred  to  as  a  cause  of 
alarm,  any  other  cause  might  have  existed  to  awaken  the  ap¬ 
prehensions  of  an  adjoining  Company. 

Neither  have  I  thought  it  necessary  to  inquire  into  the  causes 
which  gave  rise  to  the  resolution  of  the  managers  of  the  Cata- 
wissa  R.  R.  Co.,  accompanying  my  letter  of  the  2nd  inst.,  but 
must  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  say,  that  it  does  not  present 
itself  to  my  mind  in  the  character  of  a  “joke,”  as  both  it  and 
the  resolution  of  your  Company,  involve  grave  and  serious  con¬ 
siderations  and  responsibilities. 

The  report  on  the  condition  of  the  bridges  on  the  Cata- 
wissa  Railroad  will  be  made  to  the  President  of  this  company, 
through  whom  I  received  your  resolutions,  as  soon  as  I  can  dis¬ 
pose  of  some  other  immediately  pressing  business,  pending 
which,  I  shall  be  glad  to  have  more  definitely  your  decision  as 
to  the  examination  of  your  bridges  in  accordance  with  the  reso¬ 
lution  of  the  Catawissa  Company,  that  I  may  advise  them  of 
the  result  in  case  no  examination  is  made. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  Dutton  Steele, 

Chief  Engineer. 


REPORT  OF  J.  DUTTON  STEELE,  ESQ.,  ON  THE 
BRIDGES  OF  THE  CATAWISSA  RAILROAD. 


Engineer's  Office,  P.  &  R.  R.  R.  Co. 

•  Pottstown,  June  21,  1862. 

C.  E.  Smith,  Esq.,  President : 

Dear  Sir: — Various  pressing  engagements  have  prevented 
an  earlier  report  on  the  condition  of  the  bridges  on  the  Cata¬ 
wissa  Railroad,  which  were  carefully  examined  on  the  30th  and 
31st  of  last  month,  in  accordance  with  the  preamble  and  resolu¬ 
tions  of  the  Elmira  and  Williamsport  Railroad  Company,  and 
with  your  instructions. 

The  chief  mechanical  structures  upon  the  road,  are  as  fol¬ 
lows,  viz. : 
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No.  1. 
No.  2. 
No.  3. 
No.  4. 
No.  5. 
No.  6. 
iVo.  7. 
No.  8. 


Dark  Run ,  Trestle , — 

21  spans,  30  ft.  each.  75  ft.  high. 

Length, 

630  feet. 

Ring  town ,  Trestle , — 

39  spans,  30  ft.  each.  125  ft.  high. 

U 

1170 

U 

Stranger  Holloiv,  Trestle , — 

15  spans,  30  ft.  each.  90  ft.  high. 

u 

450 

u 

Long  Hollow ,  Trestle , — 

25  spans,  30  ft.  each.  130  ft.  high. 

u 

750 

u 

Mine  Gap,  Burr  Bridge, — 

6  spans,  100  ft.  each.  105  ft.  high. 

u 

600 

u 

Fisher' s  Run,  Burr  Bridge, — 

8  spans,  100  ft.  each.  125  ft.  high. 

u 

800 

u 

Mainville,  Burr  Bridge , — 

8  spans,  100  ft.  each.  106  ft.  high. 

u 

800 

u 

Susquehanna  Bridge,  at  Rupert, — 
9  spans,  155  ft.  each.  About  30  ft.  hi 

gh.  “ 

1395 

u 

6595 

u 

In  addition  to  the  above  main  bridges,  there  are  some  smaller 
structures  which  are  in  a  safe  condition,  viz. : — The  Catawissa 
Bridge  of  about  100  feet  span,  near  Catawissa  ;  the  Canal 
Bridge  at  Rupert,  of  GO  feet  span  ;  a  Trestle-work  over  the 
flats  of  the  Susquehanna ;  and  the  Chilisquaqua  Bridge,  82  feet 
span,  which  latter  I  did  not  examine,  but  which  is  mentioned  in 
the  reports  of  the  Company,  as  having  been  renewed  within  the 
past  year,  and  may  therefore  be  considered  safe. 

As  regards  the  four  main  trestles ;  the  renewal  of  No.  3  has 
just  been  finished,  and  a  considerable  amount  of  new  timber  has 
already  been  placed  in  Nos.  1,  2,  and  4,  and  the  process  of  re¬ 
newal  is  progressing. 

I  consider  them  at  present  quite  safe ;  and  if  the  system  of 
repairs  now  in  progress  is  continued,  can  see  no  reason  why 
they  should  become  otherwise.  They  are  built  of  white  pine 
timber ;  a  material  which  will  give  timely  warning  of  its  ap¬ 
proaching  weakness  from  decay,  and  is  not  liable  to  sudden 
fracture. 

Nos.  5,  G,  and  7,  are  arched  structures,  supported  on  alternate 
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stone  and  wooden  piers.  I  observed  no  unguarded  weak  points 
about  them,  and  consider  them  in  fair  condition,  and  safe. 

No.  8,  is  the  Susquehanna  bridge  at  Rupert,  to  which  my 
attention  was  particularly  called.  It  rests  on  substantial  stone 
piers,  but  the  time  for  renewing  the  wooden  superstructure  has 
arrived.  A  contract  has  been  entered  into  by  the  Company  for 
replacing  it  with  a  substantial  arched  Howe  Truss,  and  I  found 
the  workmen  already  making  their  preparations.  The  old  struc¬ 
ture  has  been  strengthened  at  its  weakest  points  ;  and  I  observed 
nothing  about  it  to  indicate  any  immediate  danger.  Such 
danger,  if  it  has  ever  existed,  must  to  a  large  extent,  or  entirely, 
be  removed  by  the  presence  of  the  workmen,  who  will  be  en¬ 
gaged  in  its  reconstruction,  and  will  detect  any  new  indication 
of  weakness  ;  and  who,  it  is  understood,  will  push  forward  their 
trestle  work,  so  as  to  give  additional  strength  to  the  old  struc¬ 
ture. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  remark,  that  the  rather  extensive  re¬ 
pairs  now  in  progress  to  the  mechanical  structures  of  the  road, 
have  not  been  commenced  before  they  were  needed,  but  as  soon 
as,  in  my  humble  judgment,  the  actual  safety  of  the  passenger 
traffic  demanded  that  they  should  be  ;  and  with  the  continuance 
of  that  care  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  road,  which  I  was 
glad  to  observe  at  all  points  of  risk,  no  accident  to  passenger 
trains  is  likely  to  occur  from  sudden  disaster  to  the  bridges. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  Dutton  Steele, 

Chief  Engineer. 


Philadelphia  and  Reading  Railroad  Co. 
Office,  227  South  Fourth  St. 

Philadelphia,  June  25th,  1862. 

T.  H.  Du  Put,  President  : 

Dear  Sir  : — Enclosed  herewith,  I  hand  you  the  report  of  J. 
D.  Steele,  Esq.,  on  the  condition  of  the  bridges  on  the  Cata- 
wissa  Railroad,  as  requested  by  you. 

Respectfully  yours, 

Charles  E.  Smith, 

President. 
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Office,  Catawissa  Railroad  Company. 

Philadelphia,  2Gth  June,  1802. 

My  Dear  Sir  : — Enclosed  I  return  you  the  copy  of  cor¬ 
respondence  between  Thomas  Kimber,  Jr.,  Esq.,  President 
Elmira  and  Williamsport  Railroad  Company  and  your  chief 
engineer,  J.  Dutton  Steele,  Esq.,  relating  to  the  examination 
of  the  structures,  &c.,  on  the  line  of  railroads  between  Port 
Clinton  and  Elmira. 

In  acknowledging  the  receipt  from  you,  under  cover  of  yester¬ 
day,  of  Chief  Engineer  Steele’s  Report  on  the  condition  of  the 
structures  of  the  Catawissa  Railroad,  I  beg  to  tender  both  to 
you  and  Mr.  Steele  the  thanks  of  the  Officers  and  Directors  of 
this  Company,  for  the  uniformly  frank,  courteous  and  thorough 
manner  in  which  this  whole  matter  has  been  treated.  Please 
convey  to  Mr.  Steele  the  information  of  our  appreciation. 

Trusting  that  the  present  harmonious  concert  of  action  and 
understanding,  may  continue  to  exist  long  and  profitably,  be¬ 
tween  the  two  companies  we  represent, 

I  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

T.  Haskins  Du  Puy, 

President. 

To  C.  E.  Smith,  Esq., 

President,  P.  &  R.  R.  R.  Co. 


